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“Where words fail, music speaks”

- Hans Christian Andersen
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At Manor Primary School, the aim of our 
curriculum is to prepare our pupils to be 
lifelong learners by equipping them with 
a full range of skills and knowledge to 
ensure that they are ready for the next 

steps in their education as well as 
preparing them for the wider world.



Purpose 
Of
Study



PURPOSE OF STUDY

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of 

creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and inspire 

pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so 

increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As 

pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 

allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in 

the musical canon.
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Our 
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Intent



INTENT

• At Manor Primary School we have chosen to follow Kapow scheme for Music. We have done this because 
the scheme has been developed first and foremost to help children to feel that they are musical, and to 
develop a life-long love of music. 

• We focus on developing the skills, knowledge and understanding that children need in order to become 
confident performers, composers, and listeners. 

• Our curriculum introduces children to music from all around the world and across generations, teaching 
children to respect and appreciate the music of all traditions and communities. Children will develop the 
musical skills of singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising and composing music, and 
listening and responding to music. 

• They will develop an understanding of the history and cultural context of the music that they listen to and 
learn how music can be written down. Through music, our curriculum helps children develop transferable 
skills such as team-working, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and 
presentation and performance skills. 

• These skills are vital to children’s development as learners and have a wider application in their general 
lives outside and beyond school.
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What
does History
look like at 
Manor?



WHAT WILL YOU SEE IN A MUSIC LESSON?

• In a music lesson, you would typically see a lively and interactive environment where children are actively 
engaged in learning through music. The atmosphere is joyful and inclusive, with an emphasis on creativity 
and participation. The classroom is often filled with singing, movement, and rhythm, creating an energetic 
and positive learning space where all students feel safe and encouraged to express themselves.

• Children participate in a range of musical activities designed to develop their listening, performing, and 
composing skills. These may include singing age-appropriate songs, clapping rhythms, using body 
percussion, and moving or dancing to music. Children often have the opportunity to play instruments such as 
tambourines, shakers, glockenspiels, or recorders. They may also explore improvisation or composition by 
creating their own short rhythms or melodies, either individually or in small groups. Listening activities help 
children develop an ear for musical elements and encourage discussion about tempo, dynamics, pitch, and 
mood.

• The teacher plays an active role by leading activities, modelling musical skills, and encouraging full 
participation. They use clear instructions, age-appropriate musical vocabulary, and adapt activities to suit 
different ability levels. The focus is on key musical elements such as pitch, rhythm, tempo, dynamics, and 
structure. In some lessons, children may be introduced to simple notation or symbols to represent sounds, 
helping them build foundational musical literacy. Lessons often include music from a range of cultures, 
festivals, or historical contexts, enriching the children's understanding of the world through music.

• You would also see a variety of resources used to support learning, such as posters showing musical notes, 
audio devices for playing songs, and a range of classroom instruments. Informal assessment takes place 
throughout the lesson, with teachers observing how children participate, listening to their group 
performances, and asking them to reflect or respond to the music they hear. Overall, a primary music lesson 
is a dynamic blend of learning, creativity, and fun 10
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RETRIEVAL
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Each lesson begins 
with a retrieval 
focus called Manor 
Memory.

Here the children 
will be told when 
the last time they 
learnt about a 
topic which links to 
the lesson, a 
reminder of what 
we learnt last 
lessons and a 
discussion about 
what the day’s 
learning entails.

Teachers may 
choose to include a 
retrieval task in the 
form of low-stakes 
quizzing to ensure 
understanding



VOCABULARY
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For each lesson, we have identified the key vocabulary 
that the children need to understand in order to achieve 
the learning intention. As part of this, we identify the 
definition, the etymology and use dual coding to make 
this accessible to all learners.



ORACY – TALK LIKE A MUSICIAN 
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ENDPOINTS
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For each lesson, we have identified the key substantive 
knowledge that needs to be achieved by  the class in 
order for them to successfully move onto the next 
lesson.
The key disciplinary knowledge has also been identified 
for the topic with a focus on the chronological 
understanding.



AWE AND WONDER

Fostering awe and wonder is about cultivating curiosity, engagement, and a deep appreciation for the world. This 
involves encouraging children to explore, question, and connect with their emotions while learning. It's about making 
learning memorable and meaningful, not just through instruction, but through experiences that spark wonder and 
excitement.

We use various techniques to achieve this, including:

• Encouraging critical thinking through big questions or mysteries

• Bringing learning to life with real objects and artefacts

• Stimulating the sensory experience through high-impact visuals and sounds

• Captivating the children in their learning through story-telling

• Immersing children in their learning with drama and role-play

• Learning in new spaces by changing the environment and exploring the local area

• Incorporating wonder-inspiring elements with moments of surprise

• Encouraging creative tasks that spark imagination and creativity
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As 
a
Musician…
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FUTURE ASPIRATIONS
Here are some of the jobs you could aspire to do in the future as a musician?
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● Solo Artist – Perform your own music, release albums, tour.

● Band Member – Play with a group in any genre (rock, jazz, classical, 
etc.).

● Session Musician – Record parts for other artists in studios.

● Orchestral/Ensemble Musician – Perform with symphonies or 
chamber groups.

● Touring Musician – Join artists or bands on live tours.

● Songwriter – Write lyrics or melodies for yourself or other artists.

● Film/Game Scorer – Compose music tailored to visual media

● Backup Singer/Instrumentalist – Support lead acts in recordings or 
live

● Music Teacher (Private or School) – Teach instruments, voice, or 
theory.

● University Professor – Teach and research music at a collegiate level.

● Workshop Leader – Run music camps, clinics, or masterclasses

● Audio Engineer – Record, mix, and master music.

● Live Sound Technician – Run sound for live events.

● Instrument Builder/Repairer – Work with luthiers or techs.

● Music Technologist – Develop software, plugins, or hardware.

● Music Journalist – Write about music for blogs, mags, or news.

● Music Therapist – Use music to support mental and physical health.

● DJ – Perform live sets at clubs or events.

● Conductor – Lead orchestras, choirs, or ensembles

● YouTuber/Streamer – Share music, tutorials, or behind-the-scenes 
content.

● TikTok/Instagram Creator – Build a fanbase and go viral.

● Music Influencer – Promote products, gear, or music through content.

● Podcast Host – Create a music-focused podcast series
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LONG TERM PLAN 
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Medium
Term
Plans
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How
we
assess



29

ASSESSMENT MODEL

Over the school year, teachers track 
progression by regular revisits of key 
knowledge, and skills evaluations. Teachers 
ensure that children are building a solid 
foundation in music as they move from one 
year to the next, aligning with curriculum 
expectations for knowledge retention and 
skills advancement.
Our Assessment Model outlines how this is 
achieved from one lesson to the next. We 
use a range of formative and summative 
assessment techniques from low-stakes 
quizzing to class discussions to end of unit 
Oracy tasks



Curriculum
Enrichment



CURRICULUM TEXTS
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ENRICHMENT DAYS



SEND
Provision



SEND

We believe that all children can achieve. We know many of our SEND children have incredible 
knowledge of the world, including the past. We ensure we know the strengths of each individual 
child. A key concept to supporting SEND children within the Curriculum is to reduce the cognitive 
load.

We use a variety of strategies in Music, including: 

● pictorial notation (e.g. color for pitch or shapes for rhythm)

● Provide repetition and overlearning opportunities

● Simplify complex musical concepts and chunk information

● Offer pre-teaching of vocabulary or musical terms

● Allow more time for tasks
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Music in
EYFS



EYFS – UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
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Music in EYFS is a foundational driver of child development, 
not just an enrichment activity. It directly underpins all three 
prime areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage framework:

● Communication & Language: Rhyme, rhythm, and 
song build phonological awareness, vocabulary, and 
listening skills essential for early reading.

● Physical Development: Moving to music and playing 
instruments develop both gross motor coordination and 
fine motor control.

● Personal, Social & Emotional Development: Group 
musical activities foster self-regulation, turn-taking, 
confidence, and shared joy.

Under Expressive Arts and Design, music gives children a 
creative voice to explore sound, express feelings, and 
experiment with ideas before they have the words to write them 
down.



Music in
Timetable



TIMETABLE

EYFS- Taught weekly

Key Stage 1 - Taught weekly 

Key Stage 2 - Taught weekly
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What 
our pupils 
say



PUPIL VOICE

“ Music is fun because we learn about different artists and musical genres.”

“I enjoy music because we get to learn new songs and compose our own.”

“In music we get to play instruments and compose our own melodies.”

Music is fun and I enjoy listening to different music from around the world.”
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